
Ofra Magidor, MT 2007

Philosophy of Logic and Language
Indexicals and Demonstratives

Primary Readings
• (!) Kaplan, D., 'Demonstratives', in Almog, J., Perry, J., and Wettstein H.K. 

(eds.), Themes from Kaplan, OUP (1989).
• (!) Perry, J., 'Frege on Demonstratives', The Philosophical Review 86 (1977), 

pp. 474-497. 
• Braun, D., 'What is Character?', Journal of Philosophical Logic 24 (1995), pp. 

227-40
• Lewis, D., ‘Index, Context, and Content’, in Lewis, D., Papers in Philosophical  

Logic, CUP (1998). 
• Perry, J., ‘The problem of the essential indexical’, Nous 13 (1979), pp. 3-21. 

(Reprinted in Martinich). 
• Evans, G., ‘Understanding Demonstratives’, in Evans, G., Collected Papers, 

Clarendon (1995). 
• Kaplan, D., 'On the Logic of Demonstratives', Journal of Philosophical Logic 8 

(1970), pp. 81-98.

Background Readings: 
• Braun, D., ‘Indexicals’, in The Stanford Encylopedia of Philsophy.

Questions: 
(1) Is there something particularly puzzling about the meaning of indexicals? 
(2) What is the distinction between character and content and why (if at all) is it 

important?

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/indexicals/
http://www.jstor.org/view/00294624/di982841/98p0488u/0
http://www.jstor.org/view/00318108/di981289/98p0003b/0
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